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Unprecedented. It’s a word which we’ve heard a lot over the past 
few months.  

As the spectre of pandemic loomed over the world, societies took 
steps to control and reduce infection rates which had never been 
seen before. 

Among these steps, of course, was the closing of places of 
worship. 

We’ve taken innovative steps to keep our worshipping community 
fed, and indeed thriving, whilst the doors have been shut. Meeting 
online and sharing our life together has meant an increase in 
people sharing our services and has allowed us to experiment 
with new ways of doing things. We have been blessed in having a 
resourceful, enthusiastic and knowledgeable “techie” in David 
Forbes, who has done an amazing job in producing the segments 
from different contributors into a seamless and very professional- 
looking service! It’s good to go on record here and say, “thank 
you!” 
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Other parts of our worship have, of course, been missed. Music is 
such an important part of praising God, and I know I’m not alone 
in finding it difficult to join in with singing heartily in the living room 
rather than in the church! We miss our choir and the strength we 
have in standing together in praise. 

Whilst other businesses and places can do the same thing online 
as they do face to face with minor modifications, the church is 
different.  

Our life is based on community and sharing. We shake hands, 
sing together, pray together, hug, share coffee and cake, and, of 
course, bread and wine. 

We follow Jesus who was a physical presence; who lived in a 
community of people; who walked with friends, talked and wept 
and ate and laughed. 

The steps which are needed to keep us safe from harm are 
difficult for people who believe in community. 

Yet we still are community. We still support each other and have 
done so incredibly well during these months. 

We still hold each other in prayer, and we can still meet 
electronically (and from six feet away!) 

This time apart has given me a greater appreciation for the 
physical community which we so often take for granted.  

I hope that it won’t be too long until we can hug and sing out our 
love for God together as a people. 

Until then, we remain a faithful community, praising a God who is 
always present with us. 

May you know God’s peace and blessing. 

Your friend, 
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---oooOOOooo--- 

 

                           
                        Priestfield Parish Church  
                               welcomes you to 
                                Online Worship  
 

As you will be well aware by now, the coronavirus pandemic has 
meant that Priestfield Church, together with places of worship across 
the country, has had to cancel Sunday worship for the time being.  

Since lockdown began towards the end of March, Priestfield has been 
producing a weekly online worship service, which means that, 
although, for the time being, we are still prevented from gathering 
together in one place for worship, if you have access to the internet, 
you can still share in our worship experience, via the church Facebook 
page. We meet together virtually at 10.30am on a Sunday but, if you 
find it more convenient to view it and share at a later time, or on a 
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different day, please feel free to do so. Please also share this with 
others - all are welcome to join in our time of worship. 

Even if you don't normally use Facebook, you can still access the 
service via the church website [https://www.priestfield.org.uk/] by 
scrolling down to the foot of any page and clicking on the Facebook 
icon. This will take you directly to the church's Facebook page. On the 
Home page, either click 'Videos' on the menu on the left or scroll down 
to the 'Videos' section. A dialogue box may pop up giving you three 
options to 'See more of Priestfield Church on Facebook'. If you don't 
already have a Facebook account and don't want to create a new 
account, simply click on the option: 'Not Now'. Click on the appropriate 
video to share in the latest worship service. 

The following is Donald’s address on Sunday 10 May, at the start of 
Christian Aid Week 2020… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In thinking about Christian Aid Week, we return to the well-loved 
passage in John 14:1-14. 

‘Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God; 
believe also in me.’ (John 14:1) 

This week has always been a busy one in the life of Priestfield. 
We’ve tried to visit every door in the parish with an envelope, asking 
people to get behind the work of this incredible organisation, which 
has been helping the needy and the vulnerable of the world since 
1945. In the midst of the wild celebrations of V.E. day, 75 years ago 
this week, a group of people in the British and Irish churches saw that 
reconciliation and peace in Europe lay in supporting and reaching out 
practically to the misplaced, the starving refugees whose lives had 
been changed by the devastation of war. 

This year, many face a different sort of dislocation and devastation. 
Due to the current crisis, we can’t go around our neighbours collecting 

https://www.priestfield.org.uk/
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this year. We hope that people will still support the Week though, 
because this coronavirus reaches its tentacles into the continents of 
Africa and India, where poverty and slum dwelling make social 
distancing impossible. The work of aid agencies will take on fresh 
danger and fresh importance. 

My Father’s house has many rooms; if that were not so, 
would I have told you that I am going there to prepare a 
place for you? And if I go and prepare a place for you, I 
will come back and take you to be with me that you also 
may be where I am. You know the way to the place where 
I am going.’ (John 14:2-4) 

The words of Jesus in John 14 will also have fresh importance. This 
is a passage I use regularly at funerals. They are words of great 
comfort and hope. They were spoken to the disciples here in the 
context of the Last Supper with its undercurrent of betrayal and 
uncertainty. I hope they speak peace to you as you face the 
uncertainty and fear of this situation, which we find ourselves living 
with today. I wonder if we permit ourselves a wry smile when we hear 
of a Father’s house with many rooms, a mansion indeed? When the 
walls begin to close in after seven weeks in isolation, even the most 
spacious dwellings begin to feel like prisons rather than places of 
comfort. Our church buildings, too, are closed and unable to offer us 
that special place, where we’re used to thinking about God. I think 
there’s a challenge for us in all of this.  

Jesus answered: ‘Don’t you know me, Philip, even after I 
have been among you such a long time? Anyone who has 
seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, “Show us 
the Father”? Don’t you believe that I am in the Father, and 
that the Father is in me? The words I say to you I do not 
speak on my own authority. Rather, it is the Father, living 
in me, who is doing his work. Believe me when I say that I 
am in the Father and the Father is in me; or at least believe 
on the evidence of the works themselves.’ (John 14:9-11) 

When Jesus is questioned by Thomas and then Phillip, he suggests 
that God is actually closer than we think: I am in the Father and the 
Father is in me, he says. When I worked in prison, I got in touch with 
an organisation called The Prison Phoenix Trust. They offered yoga 
and meditation classes for prisons, both for staff and for inmates. I 
remember one lad saying to me after a session: ‘For an hour I’m not 
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behind bars. I can go wherever my head takes me.’ I suppose this is 
the essence of prayer and meditation. This gospel offers us the 
invitation to spend time dwelling in the presence of God, to not let our 
hearts be troubled. That’s a peace that goes with us wherever we are 
and whatever space, or indeed lack of space, we find ourselves 
coping with. 

Thomas said to him, ‘Lord, we don’t know where you are 
going, so how can we know the way?’ (John 14:5) 

There’s another part of this passage which, I think, speaks to us all at 
this time. It’s Thomas’s honesty in verse 5. We share his uncertainty; 
we don’t know what lies ahead either. Coronavirus has disrupted all 
routine and has many of us saying, ‘We don’t know the way. Thomas’s 
confusion invites us all to be honest in prayer before God, and to be 
honest with each other as we seek to follow Jesus in these exceptional 
times. At some point, maybe not quite yet, we need to face up to the 
honest questions that a response to coronavirus prompts us to ask; 
questions such as how we can reimagine and recreate a world where 
no-one dies of preventable disease – disease that we already have 
vaccinations and medicines to treat. Maybe we need to ask ourselves 
why there are still more than 7,500 children under five dying every day 
from just these diseases? These are questions that take on a greater 
resonance in this Christian Aid Week.  

Jesus answered, ‘I am the way and the truth and the life. 
No one comes to the Father except through me.’ (John 14:6) 

In response to the disciples’ confusion, Jesus says: ‘I am the way, the 
truth and the life.’ And this takes on, I think, a new meaning for us in 
the lens of coronavirus. How precious life has become when we have 
come so close to our human frailty and our own vulnerability. What 
are the new truths that we need to face up to now that coronavirus has 
shone light on the weakness and the cracks in our economic systems? 
What is the new way we can all walk together to ensure fulness of life 
for everyone?  

‘And I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the 
Father may be glorified in the Son. You may ask me for 
anything in my name, and I will do it.’ (John 14:13-14) 

The passage in John concludes with a call to prayer. Right in the 
middle of the Last Supper, Jesus encourages the disciples to ask him 
for anything and he’ll do it. He repeats his offer that he’ll do whatever 
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you ask in his name. These are hard words to reconcile with the 
prayers that have seemingly gone unanswered in these difficult 
days…and they may have been difficult for the disciples to accept in 
the events that were to follow in the days to come. These are words 
that Jesus wants his disciples, his followers, to remember when he’s 
no longer with them. He wants them to come to him, as he does to the 
Father, with every cause, concern and request, even if they can no 
longer see him or be with him in person. These are words of hope and 
promise of connection for us all and always, but particularly in these 
days when we are all so separate but never alone. 

Last week we shared the passage from Acts, chapter 1, where we 
were reminded that physical absence and separation don’t 
mean abandonment. Here, Jesus asks us to spend time in the 
presence of God wherever we are and in whatever words, or 
lack of words, that we have. He promises that he will bring us 
back to the way, the truth and the life again, and again. Amen. 
      

---oooOOOooo--- 

             

So far, as of 4 June, we have raised £1,785 for Christian Aid. If you 
intend to donate but haven’t yet, our Just Giving page will be open 
until the end of June: 

https://www.justgiving.com/team/priestfieldchurchCA 

Or, if you want to give in any other way, do please contact Fiona, 
and she’ll help. Thank you. 

Love never fails.  

Coronavirus 
impacts all of us. 
But love unites 
us all.  

As this virus 
spreads across the 
world, love rises 
up in response. 

https://www.justgiving.com/team/priestfieldchurchCA
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               Christians in 
                Scotland join 
                together 
                in prayer 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 

On Sunday 22 March, thousands of Christians across Scotland 
answered the call to a National Day of Prayer and Action in response 
to the COVID-19 pandemic. In light of the positive feedback from this 
prayer initiative, each week since then, leaders of fourteen Christian 
churches and organisations across the country, including the Church 
of Scotland, have co-signed and issued a letter and prayer, 
encouraging people to answer their call to pray in response to the 
ongoing crisis at the same time each Sunday evening. 

Very Rev Colin Sinclair, the then Moderator of the General Assembly 
of the Church of Scotland, said of this response to the joint prayer 
initiative: ‘Sunday at 7pm has become increasingly a valued time for 
Christians as they pause to pray, conscious that many others will be 
sharing the same prayer at the same time. It helps create a sense of 
community when we are isolated through lockdown.’  

The following is the Call to Prayer for Sunday 10 May, 2020: 

As Scotland locked down in March, so our usual way of life came 
shuddering to a halt. Travel was restricted to an extent not 
experienced in any living lifetime. Our way of life changed too. Some 
faced traumatic, heart-rending personal situations, from illness to 
hospitalisation, anxiousness for and separation from loved ones. 
Others experienced new risk through their roles, including those 
serving in hospitals and care homes, and key workers in other 
sectors that are vital for life. Yet others faced difficult personal 
situations: hunger, tension in relationships and worse, and overnight, 
everyone had to find a new way of living life. 

Today’s gospel reading from John Chapter 14, tells of a traumatic 
time in the life of the disciples and Jesus. After three years travelling 
together around Galilee, they arrive in Jerusalem amidst an 
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atmosphere heavy with threat. Gathering behind a closed door, in 
the hour of his own need, Jesus sought to offer comfort and 
guidance to his followers and friends, telling them of a place in God’s 
house, and that he was going ahead to prepare a place for them. 
Thomas, bless him, asked the question which is on the hearts of so 
many, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we 
know the way? To which Jesus replied: “I am the way, the truth and 
the life.” 

“Today, in these times, we pray that we may sense Christ’s guiding 
presence:  

Come, Jesus Christ, come my way; 
showing me your way, through these disorientating days 
and opening my eyes to your accompanying presence. 

Come, Jesus Christ, come my way; 
teaching me your truth, through these confounding days 
and opening my mind to your living Word 

Come Jesus Christ, come my way 
revealing to me your life, through these bewildering days, 
and opening my heart to the fulness of your being.  Amen. 

 
 

---oooOOOooo--- 

 

                      Rt Rev Dr Martin Fair 

                                   Moderator 
                               of the General Assembly 
                              of The Church of Scotland 

 

On Saturday 16 May, the day the annual gathering for 2020 should 
have opened, Rev Dr Martin Fair was officially installed as 
Moderator of the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland. 

A special ceremony took place in the Assembly Hall on the Mound 
with only a few people physically present because of the coronavirus 
restrictions, and the service was streamed live online to enable people 
across Scotland and beyond to share in the happy occasion. 
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In a video message, the First Minister of Scotland, Nicola Sturgeon 
MSP, said: “I want to send my very best wishes to the Right Rev Dr 
Martin Fair on his appointment as Moderator. 

“At this challenging time, the Church continues to provide support and 
guidance to people across our country – through virtual services, 
pastoral duties, and charitable work in our communities. 

“I’m hugely grateful to everyone involved and I look forward to working 
with the new Moderator, in tackling the challenges, and also seizing 
the opportunities, that lie ahead.” 

Dr Fair also received a letter expressing best wishes from the Duke of 
Cambridge, known as the Earl of Strathearn in Scotland, who was to 
be Lord High Commissioner at the General Assembly, his 
grandmother’s representative. 

Rt Rev Dr Martin Fair, who will be the Kirk’s ambassador, representing 
the Kirk at home and abroad for the next twelve months, described 
the role as an “enormous honour”. Until further notice, he will continue 
to serve as the minister of St Andrew’s Parish Church in Arbroath and 
undertake moderatorial duties when required. 

He said: “I’m not sure I’ve ever felt a greater weight of responsibility 
but neither have I ever felt more supported, practically and by the 
prayers of God’s people.” 

The minister, who grew up in Thornliebank on the southside of 
Glasgow, said he recognised that many people were suffering due to 
the pandemic and every life lost speaks of struggle and tragedy. 

“Let me assure the nation that the Church of Scotland, with our partner 
churches, will continue to pray for and support those who are most 
acutely affected,” he added. 

“And the same commitment I make to those who, 75 years after VE 
Day, find themselves on this new frontline - we value you deeply.” 

Dr Fair, who has served St Andrew’s Parish Church since 1992 and 
will wear the Moderator’s ring and chain of office during official duties, 
said the pandemic had forced the Kirk to re-evaluate because church 
buildings were closed and ministers across the country were 
spreading the Gospel message online. 

“We find ourselves in uncharted territory, having to re-imagine 
church,” he added. 
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“We may not have a blueprint but this calling has always been about 
a willingness to venture beyond the familiar and comfortable. 

“Jesus didn’t give much away when he called those four fishermen. 

“He called them and sent them with no terms and conditions, no 
detailed plan, radical or otherwise. 

“Though every circumstance change, God’s love remains. 

“And from love flows peace. 

“‘The storms of life may come and go but the peace of God you will 
know.’” 

Dr Fair said circumstances change but he was called to serve the 
“same as always God”. 

---oooOOOooo--- 

 

Prayer and Meditation ~ 

                 
Your strength and strategy for living 

           
“HE GIVES POWER TO THE WEAK.”  

Isaiah 40:29 NKJV 

When the battle continues to rage with no end in sight, 
you grow weary. 

Is that where you are today? 

Are things that once ran smoothly no longer working? 

Have you done all you know to do but it hasn’t helped? 

What should you do? 
Spend more time with God in prayer and listen to Him 

as He speaks to you through His Word. 

As long as you don’t give up within, victory is assured without. 

It’s a matter of replenishing your strength by drawing on God’s 
strength, refocusing your faith towards victory, and ‘[calling] to 

remembrance’ God’s promises (Psalm 77:6 NKJV). 
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When you feel overwhelmed by trouble in your marriage, your 
business, your health, your job, or your finances, stand on these two 
Bible promises:  

‘He gives power to the weak and strength to the powerless. 
Even youths will become weak and tired, and young men will 
fall in exhaustion. But those who trust in the LORD will find new 
strength. They will soar high on wings like eagles. They will run 
and not grow weary. They will walk and not faint.’  

Isaiah 40:29-31 NLT 

‘We were crushed and overwhelmed beyond our ability to 
endure, and…thought we would never live through it. In fact, 
we expected to die. But as a result, we stopped relying on 
ourselves and learned to rely only on God…And he did rescue 
us…We have placed our confidence in him, and he will 
continue to rescue us.’                            2 Corinthians 1:8-10 NLT 

Instead of trying to escape the situation, seek God and He will 
give you strength and a strategy to come out of it stronger. 

 
---oooOOOooo--- 

 

 
Did you know that there is a foodbank 

based at the church?  

Prestonfield Foodbank started operating 
out of Priestfield Church on Wednesday 5th 
February. Run by Edinburgh Food Project 
(EFP), who provide emergency food 
supplies to people in crisis, Prestonfield 
Foodbank is one of a number of similar 
projects operating from various locations 
across the city. 

After lockdown was announced, it became increasingly clear that 
there was no shortage of people living in food poverty and that local 
people were now relying on their services more than ever before. Also, 
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they became increasingly 
concerned that people, who 
should be self-isolating, were 
being forced to come to the 
foodbank centres, as they didn’t 
have the finances to do an online 
delivery from supermarkets, or 
have family/friends who could 
provide much needed support. 

The ongoing impact of COVID-19 and the rapidly changing 
environment meant that a decision was taken to close Prestonfield 
Foodbank, as well as number of others, meantime. The need to 
ensure the safety of both volunteers and clients was paramount, yet 
the need to find a way to continue to provide food support was clear.  

On 31 March, in line with government advice and to protect the health 
and wellbeing of staff, EFP closed all foodbank centres and moved to 
a delivery service. Clients are still able to receive their food parcels 
but, instead of them having to visit the foodbank, a third-party agency 
working in partnership with the EFP team delivers the food directly to 
their front door.  

With the Prestonfield 
Foodbank closed for the 
foreseeable future, the 
stocks were being used to 
provide food support where 
it was needed. As they 
were loading the van, a 
would-be client arrived, 
proving once again that 
there is obviously no 
shortage of those in need at 
this difficult time. 

Edinburgh Food Project says: ‘The ongoing impact of COVID-19 has 
meant that local people rely on our services now more than ever 
before. To those in need across Edinburgh, our message is clear – if 
you need food, get a referral, and we will deliver.’ 

Foodbanks provide a minimum of three days’ emergency food and 
support to people in crisis. 
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If you don’t have money and cannot afford food, please contact 
Edinburgh Central Foodbank:   

Phone: (0131) 444 0030  or  

Email: info@edinburghnw.foodbank.org.uk  

Please note however that, given the current crisis, food banks in 
EFP’s network are experiencing much higher demand and therefore 
might take a little longer to reply. Please leave a message with your 
details so they can get back to you as soon as they can. 

  
 

---oooOOOooo--- 

 

Prayer and Meditation ~                                     

                          
The need for rest and renewal 

           

“THOSE WHO WAIT ON THE LORD 
SHALL RENEW THEIR STRENGTH.” 

Isaiah 40:31NKJV 

When you’re physically, emotionally, and spiritually drained, 
you become vulnerable. When Samson grew tired, he lay down in 
Delilah’s lap.  

Jesus called for 100 per cent commitment, but He also knew the 
importance of staying in balance; of work and rest; of giving out 
and taking in.  

‘Then Jesus said, “Let’s go off by ourselves to a quiet place 
and rest awhile.” He said this because there were so many 
people coming and going that Jesus and his apostles didn’t 
even have time to eat. So they left by boat for a quiet place, 
where they could be alone.’                        Mark 6:31-32 NLT  

A good general will never commit all his soldiers to the battlefield at 
the same time. He keeps a reserve force to relieve the exhausted ones 
when they stagger back from the front lines. Yes, you may have the 
greatest assignment in the world and be succeeding in it, but unless 
you ‘keep a reserve’, you’re opening yourself up to potential danger. 

 

mailto:info@edinburghnw.foodbank.org.uk
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That’s why setting aside time each day to be alone with God 
in prayer and Bible reading is so important. 

If Satan can’t defeat you outright, he will settle for an exhausted, 
ineffective version of the person God wants you to be. If you’re a type 
A, high-energy person, you’re particularly at risk.  

What’s the answer?  

‘Even the youths shall faint and be weary, and the young men shall 
utterly fall, but those who wait on the Lord shall renew their strength; 
they shall mount up with wings like eagles, they shall run and not be 
weary, they shall walk and not faint.’                  Isaiah 40:30-31 NKJV 

---oooOOOooo--- 

 

 
 

      

Welcome to Messy Church at 
Priestfield Church online 
 

        

This is now Messy Church at Home – still Messy Church but 
probably a little messier. 

We have a story, activities, singing, prayer, action and something to 
think about. 

We’ve all celebrated Easter in different ways, celebrating that 
Jesus is alive. Jesus’ friends did not understand at the time what 
had happened to Jesus. We’re going to join two of them walking to 
Emmaus on the same day that the tomb, where Jesus’ body was 
put, was actually found empty. You can read the story in the Bible, in 
the book of Luke, chapter 24, verses 13 to 35 
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Activities to enjoy 
You could try making a picture with footprints on it; try a 
fast and slow challenge to see who can do things fastest 
then slowest; or model a chair from junk. Perhaps you 
also have some other ideas? 

 

 
Sharing a meal together 
 

It’s a shame that we can’t all eat together as we usually do at Messy 
Church, but here’s a recipe for a Rocky Road traybake. Maybe it’ll 
remind you about the people on the road to Emmaus and how we 
can be surprised by Jesus as they were on the rocky and dusty road. 

EASY ROCKY ROAD RECIPE 
Recipe from bbcgoodfood.com, March 2018 

Ingredients 

• 200g digestive biscuits (Rich Tea can also be used) 
• 135g butter or margarine 
• 200g dark chocolate (70% cocoa works best) 
• 2-3 tbsp golden syrup 
• 100g mini marshmallows (chopped regular 

    marshmallows work too) 
• icing sugar, to dust 

Optional (up to 100g) 

• raisins, dried cranberries or any dried fruit 
• nuts 
• popcorn 
• honeycomb broken into pieces 

Method 

1. Grease and line an 18cm square brownie tin with baking paper. 
2. Place 200g digestive biscuits in a freezer bag and bash with a 

rolling pin or just the side of your fist until they're broken into a 
mixture of everything between dust and 50p-sized lumps. Set 
aside. 

https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/glossary/butter
https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/glossary/dark-chocolate
https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/glossary/golden-syrup
https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/glossary/honeycomb
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3. In a large saucepan melt 135g butter or margarine, 200g dark 
chocolate and 2-3 tbsp golden syrup over a gentle heat stirring 
constantly until there are no or almost no more lumps of chocolate 
visible, then remove from the heat. Leave to cool. 

4. Take the biscuits, 100g mini marshmallows and up to 100g of 
additional ingredients (dried fruit, nuts, popcorn, honeycomb), if 
you like, and stir into the chocolate mixture until everything is 
completely covered. 

5. Tip the mixture into the lined baking tin and spread it out to the 
corners. Chill for at least 2 hrs then dust with icing sugar and cut 
into 12 fingers. 

 

Something to think about 
 

In our story, Jesus’ friends took a while to recognise him. They really 
weren’t expecting to see him. I wonder if that’s ever happened to 
you? Maybe you’ve spotted someone who’s on the telly and thought: 
‘I wonder if that’s really them?’ Maybe you’ve been away on holiday 
and bumped into a neighbour? What a coincidence! 

As we go about our normal lives day by day, maybe, if we keep 
our eyes open, we’ll see little glimpses of Jesus with us – when 
people are being kind, or caring, or loving. It might amaze you 
how often what we think of as coincidences are moments when 
Jesus seems closest to us. 

---oooOOOooo--- 
 
 

 

Prayer and Meditation ~                                     

                          
Go to your ‘God place’ 

           

“ABRAHAM WENT EARLY IN THE MORNING TO THE  
PLACE WHERE HE HAD STOOD BEFORE THE LORD.” 

Genesis 19:27 NKJV 

Abraham had a special place where he met with God.  
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So did Daniel, when his life was threatened: 

‘In his upper room…he knelt…three times that day…and 
prayed and gave thanks before…God, as was his custom.’ 

             Daniel 6:10 NKJV  

Jesus, too, had a special place:  

‘Before daylight, He…departed to a solitary place; 
 and there He prayed.’                    Mark 1:35 NKJV  

Here’s an idea: establish a ‘God place’ in your life. 

When problems and pressures threaten to overwhelm you, go to 
your God place. When you need guidance, go to your God place.  

Hymnist William Walford penned these time-honoured words:  

‘Sweet hour of prayer! Sweet hour of prayer! That calls me 
from a world of care, and bids me at my Father’s throne make 
all my wants and wishes known. In seasons of distress and 
grief, my soul has often found relief; and oft escaped the 
tempter’s snare, by thy return, sweet hour of prayer!’  

In the words of Henry Ward Beecher:  

‘Wherever you have seen God pass, mark that spot, and go sit 
in that window again.’ Your God place can be anywhere, but it 
should be somewhere. After you’ve been there a while, a kind 
of aura will surround it. You’ll create memories of intimate 
times with God. It will become your sanctuary, which simply 
means ‘a place of refuge and safety’.  

David wrote,  

‘He that dwelleth in the secret place of the most High shall abide 
under the shadow of the Almighty.’                       Psalm 91:1 KJV  

Call it your God place, your secret place, your sanctuary, 
or whatever, but establish such a place in your life. 

These daily devotional excerpts are taken from The Word for Today 
and are used by permission from 

United Christian Broadcasters Ltd, P.O. Box 255, Stoke-on-Trent, ST4 8YY.  
Free issues of the daily devotional are available. 

---oooOOOooo--- 
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A blessing ~ 

May the presence of the Creator refresh you, 
may the comfort of the Son renew you, 
may the inspiration of the Spirit restore you 
to be love in action, even from a distance,  
in our neighbourhoods, near and far, this day and evermore. 
Amen. 

---oooOOOooo--- 

A Walk around the Blackets   [Part 2] 

by Eric Hobson 

If we walk across Dalkeith Road from our church and down towards East 
Mayfield, we will discover the pillared entrance to Mayfield Terrace. Here 
there is also a gate keeper’s lodge similar to those at Blacket Avenue and 
Place. This lodge served the same purpose as those further up Dalkeith 
Road. 

 

 

   

 

  

  Pillared entrance to Mayfield Terrace 

 

 

 

 

Gate keeper’s lodge 
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On the corner directly opposite the keeper’s lodge, on the south-east corner 
of Mayfield Terrace, is a very handsomely built villa. This is Newington Lodge, 
built in 1828 and B-listed. The title ‘lodge’ is misleading as it’s not a gate 
lodge but a very fine example of an early nineteenth century low-set villa. Its 
front entrance doorway is adorned with fluted Greek Doric columns. It was 
once the home of the pioneering photographer and artist, David Octavius Hill, 
who used a process known as calotype. He used this process to record the 
construction of the Scott Monument and also made early studies of 
Newhaven fishwives, and the writer and poet, James Hogg, the Ettrick 
Shepherd. These studies were the earliest photographs taken in Scotland. 

Walking along the north side of Mayfield Terrace, passing fine villas, we 
arrive at Alfred Place, a street with four very fine Victorian villas. This street 
continues with a recent addition to Blacket, twenty modern villas built within 
the last fifteen years. These are the first houses to be built at Blacket for many 
decades. This modern development enhances rather than detracts from its 
historical surroundings. Their frontages are of masoned stone, all are three-
storied semi-detached villas, built to a very high standard and probably very 
expensive. 

This development at Alfred Place replaces a rather ugly, large building, which 
served as hostel-workshops for the Scottish War Blinded. It later became a 
nursing home and remained so until its removal a few years ago. 

Mayfield Terrace has very fine mid-Victorian villas, containing many of the 
finest houses in Blacket. Those on the north side, numbering 1 to 29, are all 
built at a slight angle to Mayfield Terrace. The reason for this is thought to be 
either to gain full advantage of the sun by facing directly south, or to be in 
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line with the garden boundary of Newington House, at the rear at that time. 
The south side also has many fine villas along its entire length and can 
compare with most of its neighbouring streets. Most are detached single 
properties, with the exception of numbers 22 and 24. Both are large, semi-
detached villas and were for many years owned by Edinburgh Medical 
Missionary Society. This was once the home, in the 1930s, of the famous 
athlete and missionary, Eric Liddle. Given this fact, who is to say he did not 
worship at Rosehall Church, the name of our church prior to its union with 
Prestonfield Church, when it became Priestfield?  

Off Mayfield Terrace is Blacket Place, which is divided by Blacket Avenue 
into two unequal parts. The southern part is smaller than its counterpart to 
the north of Blacket Avenue. South Blacket Place still has many beautiful 
villas buildings. Numbers 15 to 
21 on its east side look to be 
from the earliest dates. These 
single-storied villas, with 
basements and looking rather 
like bungalows, are superb. I 
admit they are my favourite of 
all Blacket’s buildings, being in 
the Georgian style. All have 
Greek Doric columns and can 
compare with the magnificent 
north range of Blacket Place. 

From Blacket Place, we turn left along Blacket Avenue, with a large wall on 
our right, which gives way to the buildings that comprise Edinburgh 
University’s residential accommodation for student families. These buildings 
occupy the site of Newington House, which was demolished in 1966. 

Newington House was built about 1805, when the estate of Newington was 
purchased by Doctor Benjamin Bell, a leading Scottish surgeon. Dr Bell 
owned property at Blackett in the parish of Middlebie in Dumfriesshire. It is 
not difficult to work out that Blacket acquired its name from Dr Bell’s estate. 
This was common practice throughout the country, as most of the streets 
were named by the owners for family properties in other parts of the country. 
When Dr Bell passed away in 1806, his son George inherited the estate and 
he progressed the development of Blacket from the earlier part of the 
nineteenth century. 

About 1853, the estate of Newington and Newington House became the 
property of Duncan McLaren, a wealthy Edinburgh draper. He was one of the 
political stars of his day, serving as city treasurer and repeatedly saving the 
city from bankruptcy. He then became Member of Parliament for South 
Edinburgh and held that political position for many years. He is better 
remembered for developing the Newington Estate beyond Blacket, the 
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Waverley Park Estate, in the 1870s. His name is remembered with McLaren 
Road; Queens Crescent for Queen Victoria; Cobden Road and Crescent, 
Brights Crescent and Peel Terrace – all names for his political colleagues 
and heroes. Another prominent owner of Newington House was the map 
maker, Doctor J G Bartholomew, whose premises were at nearby Duncan 
Street. He moved into Newington House in 1907 and remained its owner until 
it was acquired by the Scottish War Blinded in the early 1920s, after the First 
World War. It remained with the war blinded until they moved to Linburn in 
the early 1550s, closing both the men’s workshop and hostel at Newington 
House and the ladies’ hostel and workshop at Alfred Place. Newington House 
was demolished in 1966 to make way for the University’s accommodation. 

Over the decades, a tree planting policy was continued by the many owners 
of the Newington Estate. This can be seen with many fine, mature trees still 
growing around the present University residential complex. This inherent 
legacy from that past policy still continues today. The Blacket Association 
have adopted much of the responsibility for planting new trees and shrubs, 
resulting in great improvements at Blacket Avenue, along its roadside 
landscaped area. This is in addition to their custodianship of all matters 
regarding Blacket. Tree preservation orders have been placed in Blacket, 
bringing certain restrictions on the removal or pruning of trees, for which the 
local authority is the arbiter. There are many fine trees in Blacket, and one 
which merits special mention is an Asian Cedar in a front garden on the north 
side of Blacket Place. It is a magnificent example of its type and well 
preserved under the present legislation. 

This part of our parish is very special and unrivalled anywhere in the city. It’s 
well worth a walk through its very special streets. 

---oooOOOooo--- 
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Tae a virus ~ 
  A ‘wee ditty’ in the style of Burns, 

                penned by Willie Sinclair, March 2020  

Twa months ago, we didna ken,  
yer name or ocht aboot ye 
But lots of things have changed since then,  
I really must salute ye. 

Yer spreading rate is quite intense,  
yer feeding like a gannet 
Disruption caused, is so immense,  
ye’ve shaken oor wee planet. 

Corona used tae be a beer,  
they garnished it wi limes 
But noo it’s filled us awe wi fear 
These days, are scary times. 

Nae shakin hawns, or peckin lips,  
it’s whit they aw advise 
But scrub them weel, richt tae the tips,  
that’s how we’ll aw survive 

Just stay inside the hoose ye bide 
Nae sneakin oot for strolls 
Just check the lavvy every hoor 
And stock-take, your, loo rolls 

Our holidays have been pit aff 
Noo that’s the Jet2 patter 
Pit oan yer thermals, have a laugh 
And paddle ‘doon the waater ‘ 

Canary isles, no for a while 
Nae need for suntan cream 
And aw because o’ this wee bug 
We ken tae be...19 

The boredom surely will set in, 
But have a read, or doodle 
Or plan yer menu for the month 
Wi 95 pot noodles. 
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When these run oot, just look aboot 
A change, it would be nice 
We’ve beans and pasta by the ton 
and twenty stane o rice. 

So dinnae think ye’ll wipe us oot 
Aye true, a few have died 
Bubonic, bird flu, and Tb 
They came, they left, they tried. 

Ye might be gallus noo ma freen 
As ye jump fae cup tae cup 
But when we get oor vaccine made 
Yer number will be up. 

    

-                                    --oooOOOooo--- 

 

      

     “We find ourselves in uncharted territory, having to re-imagine  
      church. We may not have a blueprint but this calling has 
      always been about a willingness to venture beyond the 
      familiar and comfortable…  
      Though every circumstance change, God’s love remains. 
      And from love flows peace. ‘The storms of life may 
      come and go but the peace of God you will know.’” 

~ Rt Rev Martin Fair, Moderator ~ 

 

 

 Deep peace of the running wave to you 
Deep peace of the flowing air to you 
Deep peace of the quiet earth to you 
Deep peace of the shining stars to you 
Deep peace of the Son of peace to you 

Iona Community                
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